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EDITORIAL. 

A new department of the magazine starts in this issue — the 
listing of articles in newspapers containing historical material. 
It is hoped to make this valuable for many purposes and for 
many readers. More and more Indiana newspapers are giving a 
place in their columns not only to news, but also to articles upon 
local and State history. Some of these are perhaps of little value, 
but many of them are carefully written by men who are deserv- 
edly classed as authorities in the subjects of which they write. 
A great deal of this material is published only in the daily news- 
papers. These might very well be called daily not only on ac- 
count of the number of their issues, but because they are also 
daily destroyed. Nowhere outside of libraries and newspaper 
offices are files of daily papers preserved. Even where they are 
preserved in libraries the awkward size of their pages, the quality 
of their paper and their print, and above all the enormous amount 
of material they contain, usually make a search for information 
impossible. 

Various devices are being tried to make accessible material of 
value in newspapers. Perhaps the commonest are the scrap-book 
and various systems of filing newspaper clippings. Neither of 
these is beneath the dignity of an historian. Mr. Talcott Wil- 
liams, of the Philadelphia Press, in an address at the meeting of 
the American Historical Association in 1908, dwelt at length 
upon the practicability and desirability of studying recent history 
through newspaper clippings. This, however, involves more 
time, space and trouble than m< >st of us can command. It is of 
little value to pay some one else 10 do it, or to use some one else's 
scrap-book or clipping file, for 1:0 two minds work alike, and no 
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man can easily track another's steps through alphabetical subject 
indices. 

Inasmuch, however, as one can ordinarily obtain the use of a 
complete file of a local paper in the local library, and all of the 
important papers of the State are on file at the State libraries, an 
alphabetical list of articles in the newspapers can be easily made 
as they appear. Published quarterly, as this magazine is pub- 
lished, it is thought that such a list would make available most 
of the important material on any given subject. It has seemed to 
the editor that current events, while more important, perhaps, 
than accounts of historic matters, stand in less need of an index. 
They are naturally followed most easily in the order in which 
they appear in the newspapers, chronologically. An article upon 
Morgan's raid, or the Purdue railway museum, however, can 
never be located in a paper except by chance, and the footsteps 
of chance can never be traced. An index, appearing in the proper 
place and time, will hereafter be furnished in this magazine for 
articles containing historical material dealing with Indiana ap- 
pearing in Indiana papers. The listing of an article is not an in- 
dication that it is authoritative, as no attempt will be made to 
value articles, but only to make them accessible to those who 
wish to use them. For this issue only the Indianapolis Star and 
the Indianapolis News have been taken up, but in later issues other 
papers throughout the State will be searched. 



NOTES. 

The Ohio Valley Historical Society will hold its annual meet- 
ing at Frankfort, Ky., from the 14th to the 16th, inclusive, of 
October. 

Mr. J. R. H. Moore, of Harvard University, has joined the his- 
tory faculty of Manual Training High School, Indianapolis. 



